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One of the most harmful elements to add to the lake is phosphorus. Although a lake needs phosphorus, suf-
ficient quantities occur naturally in soil and other sediments. Additional phosphorus and other nutrients that 
enter the water through human activities can upset the ecological balance of the lake.

With a little bit of effort, we can all be responsible stewards and take the extra time to have a positive impact in our 
small environmental world of Prindle Lake. There are a number of actions we can all take to ensure the right type of 
water is entering the pond — to keep it healthy and enjoyable for this season and seasons to come.

Some suggested activities:
•  Leave as much vegetation on slopes as possible to reduce velocity of storm water runoff and filter out sediments.
•  Create the largest possible buffer along the shoreline (30 feet recommended by leaving existing vegetation and 

rocks and planting small shrubs.)
•  Develop a winding dirt path to your shore or dock. This generates less erosion than a steep paved path.
•  Do not add sand to the beach area. Introduced sand is a major source of sediments and phosphorus.
•  Direct runoff towards wooded areas so sediments, toxins, and nutrients can be filtered out. Water that runs 

directly into the lake is a prime source of phosphorus which promotes growth of algae and other plants.
•  Remove dead plant material that washes into shore.
•  Reduce the use of pesticides. If you must use them, do not use prior to, or shortly after, a storm. Do not discard 

left over pesticides down drains or into the ground.
•  Use phosphate-free detergents. Wash vehicles in an area that will drain away from the lake.
•  If you change the oil in your car, do not pour it into the ground. Place in a container and take to a gas station or 

suitable place for proper disposal.
• Use phosphate-free laundry and kitchen soaps.
•  Maintain your septic system. Yearly pumping is suggested.
•  Avoid or minimize the use of lawn/garden fertilizers:  pelletized lime is a pond-friendly lawn treatment.
• Do not keep poultry, horses, cattle, or other farm animals on the premises surrounding the lake.

Caring for Our Pond

Maybe you thought you 
were seeing things. You 
were! The freshwater jel-

lyfish has been sighted in our lake. 
It is an uncommon quarter-sized 
clear organism that is related to 
the familiar salt water jellyfish. Its 
scientific name is Craspedacusta 
sowerybi. Although not a true 
jellyfish, it is related and behaves 
much the same. The life cycle 
causes the organism to spend part 
of its life as a polyp at the bottom 

of the lake and part as medusa or the 
jellyfish form.  It may spend years as 
a polyp not seen by the naked eye. As 
medusa, it lives in a colony and feeds 
on small fish and zooplankton. Its 
only known predator is the crayfish 
which is present in our lake. A native 
of China, the freshwater jellyfish pre-
fers shallow, artificial water bodies. 

It is commonly believed that these 
organisms cannot harm humans (ac-
cording to the NH Lakes Education 
Committee).

Freshwater Jellyfish
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Annual Meeting 
Saturday, September 17, 2011 • 10am Grange Hall

The Annual Meeting will begin at 10am in the Grange Hall.  An annnual meeting is a
By-Law requirement. The meeting is a forum for you to learn what is happening at the lake 
as well as the state of our treasury, and to have a say in the future direction of the Prindle 

Lake Association. The Board of Directors, Secretary, and Treasurer will be elected at this meeting. 
Everyone is welcome to attend, but you must be a paid member of the PLA in order to vote.

The By-Laws of the Association govern the composition of the Board of Directors. To insure 
broad representation, they allow for three Directors from Oak Ridge Drive, three from Pumpkin 
Lane, and three to five additional directors at-large, as well as a Secretary and a Treasurer. The 
President is elected by the Directors at the first meeting following the Annual Meeting.

Join us on September 17 to hear the progress on the Dam Project and to greet your neigh-
bors. Hope to see you there!

Would you believe? See back page...



Prindle Lake Dam Project Update

The PLA has had a significant role in the action required for the Town to take ownership of the Prindle 
Lake Dam. Purchase and Sale Agreements were signed on March 1, 2011 by the Town and the Santos 
Irrevocable Trust (SIT) for the transfer of ownership of the Dam Parcel to the Town at no cost including 

a contribution of $164,250 to the Town from the SIT to be used towards the cost for the repair of the dam 
and, by the Town and the Prindle Lake Association (PLA) for the transfer of ownership of a narrow parcel of 
land adjacent to the Dam Parcel at no cost to the Town.

Closings on both of the land transfers await the SIT’s resolution of a title issue pertaining to a portion of 
their Dam Parcel.

The Office of Dam Safety (ODS) continues to issue extensions to the SIT for the required dam repair 
completion date in light of the land transfer action which is in process.

The Town will proceed with the process required to repair the dam in accordance with the ODS require-
ments after the closings for the land parcels.

In accordance with the May 17, 2010 Town Meeting Warrant Article 23, a Betterment will be assessed to 
those property owners who will benefit from the improvement upon completion of the dam repairs.  The final 
amount to be assessed each property owner will be determined after the dam repairs are completed. The as-
sessment will be based on the final cost for the project and the final determination of the number of property 
owners to be assessed. 

2011 Prindle Lake Management

Gerry Smith, president of 
Aquatic Control Tech-
nology, Inc., accompanied 

by Brad Smith, surveyed Prindle 
Lake in June 2011. The purpose 
of the survey was to identify 
areas of invasive variable milfoil 
weed along with other poten-
tially problematic and nuisance 
species such as bladderwort. 
The entire shoreline and cove 
areas were surveyed. Milfoil was 
predominant in all areas; how-
ever, bladderwort was also common and likely to be a 
nuisance in July along with milfoil in the far northern 
cove, as in some prior years. The total area of milfoil 

amounted to 16.5 acres. Other 
less common aquatic plants ob-
served included thinleaf pond-
weed and snailseed pondweed. 
Waterlillies were still emerging 
and the lily pads themselves 
were widely scattered and gen-
erally still quite small.

A recommended treatment 
of 20 acres was treated with 
Reward (Diquat) herbicide on 
July 27. The total cost for the 
survey, treatment, and post-

treatment inspection and report was $5, 750. The 
post-treatment inspection on August 16 showed that 
the treatment was very effective.
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Many Thanks to 
Our 2011 Contributors 

(as of August 31) 

Roland and Gina Allain
Joe Bialy

David Bidwell
Father Angelos Bishara

Glenna Brownell
Barry Bulat

Ted and Pamela Christiansen
Jim Collins and Kathy Murray

John and Pat Colognesi
Scott and Diane Crowe

Elizabeth and Roger Davis
Ann and Serafino Defranco

Bill and Nancy Duby
Sharon and Tony Devoe

Donald and Laura Guertin
Steve and Kathy Hair

Susan Hutchings
Jessie Laflamme

Nancy and Bruce McKinstry
William and Sue Miller

Norma Narus

Paul Naso and Joanne King
Tina and Ronald Niedbala

Jeff and Marie Palmer
Richard and Linda Renzoni

Frank and Ruth Rogers
John Santos

Lisa and Steve Sergio
Brad and Nancy Smith
Jerzy and Anna Sobota

Robert and Eleanor Stead
Linda and Stephan Szaban

Michael and Denise Thomas
Jeffrey Thompson

Michael and Sheila Viel
Andrew and Karen Visser

Janusz and Dorota Warnajtys
Mary Whitehead Santos

Barry Williamson
Pamela Wilson

Hadley Zabinsky

Thanks to all who paid their 2011 dues and to 
those who contributed to the Lake Manage-
ment fund.

For those who didn’t, it’s never too late. Dues are 
$30/year. In this time of economic hardship, please at 
least consider paying membership dues to show your 
support, even if additional funds aren’t available. Thanks 
for your continuing support.

Please send your dues and/or contributions to:
Prindle Lake Assoc., Inc.
PO Box 386
Charlton, MA 01507

or bring with you to the Annual Meeting.

Membership

The “Save the Lake” project legal and engineering services that started in September 2008 have cost 
$15,810 to date. The final costs are expected to be near to $20,000. The Board of Directors has exer-
cised restraint and discernment in spending these monies contributed by PLA members. We will con-

tinue to be prudent.
The 2011 PLA Invoice response has resulted in a grand total collected to date of $5,250. The Annual $30 

Membership Dues has been collected from 39 property owners for a total of $1,170.The additional 2011 Lake 
Management Fee and Voluntary Contribution collected was $4,080.

However, weed control treatment cost for 2011 was $5,750. Real Estate Taxes plus miscellaneous expenses 
an additional $500 this year. Fortunately, only a partial lake weed treatment was needed this year. It has been 
several years since the Town of Charlton has contributed any monies towards weed treatment.

The Board of Directors thanks all who have paid their memberships for this year, particularly those who 
have made a generous additional contribution towards the Lake Management Fund (weed treatment). It’s 
important and fair that all Prindle Lake property owners participate as they are able in order for the PLA to 
provide the necessary services to maintain the lake quality and fund the “Save the Lake” project. Without the 
efforts and contributions of the PLA membership and its Board of Directors, Prindle Lake would be a weed 
clogged body of water and all our property values would plummet. THANK YOU for participating!

Financial Overview
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